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How to run the scraper 

1. Open the terminal 

2. Navigate to the folder "Web Scraper" inside the "Source Code" directory 

 

 

3. Run the scraper (the spider we are working with is called testfile): 

 $ scrapy crawl testfile 

 

        

This will run the spider 

4a. Input a product category such as “shoes”, “watches”, “pants”, “phone case”, etc. 

 



4b. Receive an output. The following is a sample output. If Amazon does not include some information 

on its page (such as dimensions in this sample), the particular attribute will be empty. The scraper can 

be modified to output any number of items ranging from 1 to as many as it finds (usually around 50-60).  

 

Alternatively, store the results in a json file by running this command: 

      $ scrapy crawl testfile -o results.json 

Or in a .csv file: 

      $ scrapy crawl testfile -o results.csv 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to modify number of outputs 

1. Navigate to testfile.py following this path:  

Source Code -> Web Scraper -> ws_senioproject -> spiders -> tesfile.py  

2. In the testfile.py file, navigate to line 53 where you’ll find this code: 

 

3. Add brackets after (‘@href’) such that it looks like this: (‘@href’)[0:9].extract() 

This means that the web scraper will return 9 items. Change it to any number such as:  

 

This will cause it to return 20 items. Remove the brackets and it will return as many items as it finds 

(usually 50-60 items) 

 

Relevant files in the directory and how to use them 

- Source Code -> Web Scraper -> ws_senioproject -> spiders -> tesfile.py  

testfile.py is our spider that crawls the web. It performs a couple of key functions:  

 

1. Goes to amazon.com and looks up the search term specified by the user. 

2. Finds all the product urls for the results amazon returns after the search. 

3. Uses our css selector code to find the relevant html elements and return them to the list of 

items specified in items.py 

 

-  Source Code -> Web Scraper -> ws_senioproject -> items.py 

items.py oversees creating and keeping a python dictionary of our product attributes (price, 

rating, etc.) 

  

These are the two main files and the only ones you have to worry about if you want to make basic 

changes to our scraper.  

 


